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Pope praises Shenouda III, shares pain over death 

Associated Press, Vatican City | Sun, 03/18/2012 9:29 PM  

 
Papal funeral: The body of Pope Shenouda III seated on the throne of Mar Morqos, or St. Mark, is seen during 
his funeral at the Coptic Orthodox Church in Cairo on Sunday. Pope Shenouda III, the patriarch of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church who led Egypt's Christian minority for 40 years during a time of increasing tensions with 
Muslims, died Saturday. He was 88. (AP/Khalil Hamra) 

Pope Benedict XVI has said the Catholic Church shares the pain of the Coptic Orthodox Church over the death 
of its patriarch, Pope Shenouda III. 

Benedict sent a message of condolences Sunday following Shenouda's death Saturday at age 88. 

Shenouda led Egypt's Christian minority for more than 40 years amid increasing tensions with Muslims. 
Benedict has called for greater protections for Egypt's estimated 10 million Christians amid a surge of recent 
attacks, but his message Sunday steered clear of polemics and focused on conveying his prayers for God's 
"faithful servant." 

Pope John Paul II met with Shenouda during his 2000 trip to Cairo and Pope Paul VI hosted Shenouda at the 
Vatican in 1973. (nvn) 
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Pope Shenouda III served as head of Coptic Christian church for more than 30 years. (Amr Nabil/Associated Press)  

Pope Shenouda III, the patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church who led Egypt's Christian minority for 40 
years during a time of increasing tensions with Muslims, died Saturday. He was 88. 

The state news agency MENA said Shenouda died Saturday after battling liver and lung problems for several 
years, and a doctor who treated him several years ago said he suffered from prostate cancer that had spread to 
his lungs. He died at his residence in the main Coptic Cathedral in Cairo, several figures close to the pope said. 

"The Coptic Church prays to God that he rest in peace between the arms of saints," a scroll read on a Coptic TV 
station, CTV, under a picture of the patriarch. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper said he was saddened to hear of Shenouda's death. 

"Much beloved and respected leader of the Coptic Orthodox Church, Pope Shenouda III steadfastly led his 
community through challenging times," Harper said in a statement. 

"Pope Shenouda was an exemplary promoter of religious tolerance and understanding, renowned for his 
humanity and empathy with the Coptic community, as well as people of other faiths. He was cherished by 
young and old alike, and honoured around the world." 



"Baba Shenouda," as he was known to his followers, headed one of the most ancient churches in the world, 
which traced its founding to St. Mark, who is said to have brought Christianity to Egypt in the 1st Century 
during the reign of the Roman emperor Nero. 

For Egypt's estimated 10 million Coptic Christians, he was a charismatic leader, known for his sense of humour 
— his smiling portrait was hung in many Coptic homes and shops — and a deeply conservative religious 
thinker who resisted calls by some Christian liberals for loosening some church rules. 

Above all, many Copts saw him as the guardian of their minority living amid a majority Muslim population in 
this country of more than 80 million people. 

Shenouda sought to do so by striking a conservative balance. During the rule of President Hosni Mubarak, he 
gave strong support to his government, while avoiding pressing Coptic demands too vocally in public to prevent 
a backlash from Muslim conservatives. In return, Mubarak's regime allowed the Church wide powers among the 
Christian community. 

A sector of Christians — particularly liberals and youth who supported the revolution against Mubarak — grew 
critical of Shenouda, saying his conservative approach had brought little success in stemming violence and 
discrimination against their community. Moreover, they argued, the Church's domination over Christians' life 
further ghettoized the community, making them a sect first, Egyptian citizens second. 

Christians have long complained of being treated as second-class citizens, saying they face discrimination in 
employment and that police generally fail to prosecute those behind anti-Christian attacks. 

After Mubarak's fall a year ago, Christians grew increasingly worried over the rising power of Muslim 
conservatives. Several churches were attacked by mobs, fueled in part by hard-line Islamic clerics who grew 
bolder in accusations that Christians were seeking to covert Muslim women or even take over the country. 
Christian anger over the violence was further stoked when troops harshly put down a Christian protest in Cairo, 
killing 27 people. 

In an unprecedented move aimed at showing unity, leaders from the Muslim Brotherhood along with top 
generals from the ruling military joined Shenouda for services for Orthodox Christmas in January at Cairo's 
main cathedral. 

with files from CBC News 

   



 

Coptic Christians Mourn the Death of Pope Shenouda III [PHOTOS] 

By Geetha Pillai | Mar 18, 2012 04:42 PM EDT 

Thousands of Coptic Christians gathered at Cairo’s major cathedral to mourn the death of Pope Shenouda III 
who died on Saturday. 

An estimated 100,000 weeping mourners kept a vigil outside the St Mark's Cathedral in Cairo on Saturday night 
praying for the Pope. 

The Sunday morning mass was also attended by thousands with the Pope’s body sat in the ceremonial throne 
wearing golden, embroidered robes, golden mitre and holding a gold-topped staff. 

Tributes were pouring in from different parts of the world in praise of Pope Shenouda, who headed the church 
for forty years. 

US President Barack Obama and Pope Benedict VI offered their prayers and condolences at the death of Pope 
Shenouda. 

"We will remember Pope Shenouda III as a man of deep faith, a leader of a great faith, and an advocate for 
unity and reconciliation," Obama said in a statement. 

Pope Shenouda III, 88, died of cancer related ailments and old age. His funeral will be held on Tuesday, 
according to the Egyptian state media. 

Take a look at the scenes of public viewing of the body of Pope Shenouda on Sunday: 



 

The body of Pope Shenouda III, the head of Egypt's Coptic Orthodox Church is displayed for public viewing 
inside the Abbasiya Cathedral in Cairo March 18, 2012. 

Source: Reuters  



 

The body of Pope Shenouda III, the head of Egypt's Coptic Orthodox Church, is displayed for public viewing 
inside the Abassiya Cathedra in Cairo March 18, 2012. 

Source: Reuters  
 



 

The body of Pope Shenouda III, the head of Egypt's Coptic Orthodox Church, is displayed for public viewing 
inside the Abassiya Cathedra in Cairo. 

Source: Reuters  



 

The body of Pope Shenouda III, the head of Egypt's Coptic Orthodox Church, is displayed for public viewing 
inside the Abassiya Cathedra in Cairo March 18, 2012. 

Source: Reuters  
 



 

An Egyptian Christian woman mourns the death of Pope Shenouda III, the head of Egypt's Coptic Orthodox 
Church, outside the Abbasiya Cathedral in Cairo. 

Source: Reuters  



 

Egyptian Christians gather to mourn the death of Pope Shenouda III, the head of Egypt's Coptic Orthodox 
Church, outside the Abbasiya Cathedral in Cairo. 

Source: Reuters  
 



 

Egyptian Christian Copts mourn the death of Pope Shenouda III, the 117th Pope of the Coptic Orthodox Church 
of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark Cathedral, at the main cathedral in Cairo March 17, 2012. 

Source: Reuters  
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Egypt’s Coptic Pope Shenouda, religious peacemaker and Mubarak 
ally  

 

(The body of Pope Shenouda III, the head of Egypt's Coptic Orthodox Church, is displayed for public viewing 
inside the Abbasiya Cathedral in Cairo March 18, 2012. REUTERS/Amr Abdallah Dalsh) 

Pope Shenouda, who died on Saturday at the age of 88, was Egypt’s highest Christian authority, working for 
more than 40 years to keep the peace between the Muslim majority and the Christian minority. 

On the occasions when Christian protesters took to the streets to complain about discrimination against them, 
the late Coptic Pope chose to stay silent so as not to inflame tensions. 

When Egypt’s Islamists won the majority of seats in parliament earlier this year in a move that privately 
alarmed many Christians, he chose to keep his counsel for the same reason. 

“The church decided to take a silent stance and wait to see what would happen,” a church official said. 

Pope Shenouda was appointed the 117th Pope of Alexandria, the state’s highest Christian rank, in November 
1971, and was respected by Egypt’s Christians and Muslims alike. 

Christians constitute the largest minority group in Egypt, the Arab world’s most populous nation of over 80 
million people. Most Egyptians are Sunni Muslims, but it is estimated that there are around 12 million 
Christians too. 



In the last three years, Egypt has been convulsed by an average of two serious outbreaks of sectarian violence a 
year. Hundreds were killed and thousands injured. 

On most occasions, the Egyptian church under the leadership of Shenouda refrained from making any public 
criticism of the Egyptian authorities even when his its followers protested, complaining of discrimination and 
lax security around churches. 

   



 

  

 

Egypt Coptic Christian Pope Shenouda dies 
 

 

 

By Yasmine Saleh 

CAIRO | Sat Mar 17, 2012 10:24pm GMT  



(Reuters) - Egyptian Coptic Christian Pope Shenouda III, the patriarch of most of Egypt's estimated 12 million 
Christians, died on Saturday from old age, his political adviser told Reuters. 

Shenouda, 88, became the 117th Pope of Alexandria in November 1971, and was popular among Egypt's 
Christians and Muslims alike during his four decades in power. 

His successor will play a central role in forging the church's position in the country after the overthrow of 
president Hosni Mubarak last year. Islamist parties have since swept parliamentary elections and will dominate 
the debate over drawing up the country's new constitution. 

"He died from complications in health and from old age," adviser Hany Aziz said. Shenouda had recently 
returned from abroad where he had been seeking medical treatment. 

Shenouda's criticism of the government's handling of an Islamic insurgency in the 1970s, in which Christians 
were targets, and his rejection of Egypt's 1979 peace treaty with Israel landed him in trouble with then-president 
Anwar Sadat. 

Sadat banished him to the Wadi el Natrun monastery north west of Cairo and stripped him of his temporal 
powers. 

Under more than a quarter century of President Mubarak's rule, relations between the government and the 
Coptic church were generally smooth, with the Pope portrayed in state media as a symbol of religious harmony, 
despite occasional outbreaks of sectarian violence. 

CONDOLENCES OFFERED 

On Saturday, condolences poured in from Egypt's Muslim leaders and from politicians. 

"Egypt has lost one of its rare men at a sensitive moment when it most needs the wisest of its wise - their 
expertise and their purity of minds," said Sheikh Ahmed el-Tayib, grand imam of Egypt's highest Islamic 
authority, al-Azhar. 

"He held the question of Jerusalem and the Palestinian problem in his conscious," the state Middle East news 
agency quoted him as saying. 

Mohamed Mursi, chairman of the Muslim Brotherhood's Freedom and Justice Party (FJP), said Pope Shenouda 
had a long journey of service during the nation's history. 

"The Freedom and Justice Party sends its deepest condolences to the Egyptian people and our Christian brothers 
over the death of Pope Shenouda III," he said in statement on the website of the FJP, which took almost half the 
seats in Egypt's new parliament. 

Father Anglos Ishaq, head of the church on Egypt's north coast, said a temporary replacement would be chosen 
until a new pope was elected. 

"It is too early to know what will happen next, but what is known is that the oldest bishop in the Holy See will 
be chosen as charge d'affaires until a new pope gets chosen by elections from different church councils in the 
different provinces." 

He said the pope's body was expected to remain in a coffin for three days, provided doctors gave their approval. 



"All details about the burial and how long his body will remain for people to come and receive blessings will be 
decided by doctors," Father Anglos said. "But surely people will get some time to see the body and receive 
blessings." 

A Vatican spokesman said Pope Benedict was immediately informed of Shenouda's death and offered prayers 
for him. "The Catholic Church joins Christians in their pain and prayer over the death ... of their spiritual 
leader," he said. 

(Reporting by Yasmine Saleh and Dina Zayed; Writing by Patrick Werr; Editing by Andrew Heavens) 

   



 


